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Government’s commitment
What do we believe in?

Fully committed to protect the planet and develop a more sustainable
and regenerative economy, empowering our entrepreneurial ecosystem

Improve
the world

Economic
opportunity
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Catalan Strategy on Green and Circular 
Economy and Ecodesign (2015)

Catalan strategy on 
green and circular 
economy (2015)

• One of the first European
territories with a circular
strategy

• Approved by Government
Agreement in 2015

• Creation of the Interministerial-
working group on Circular and
Green Economy: need for cross-
sectorial approach

• Integration circular economy into
the Industrial National
Agreement

Catalan Ecodesign
Strategy (2015)



The circular economy 
potential in Catalonia 
in the leading 
economic sectors

Circular economy in Catalonia
Economic sectors approach

Agrofood

Chemica, energy and
resources industry

Manufacturing
industry

Tourist equipment

Transport and
logistics

Health services

A growing demand in 
all sectors

Based on:
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Industries of 
design

+

+

-

-

RIS3CAT sectors
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1. Catalunya Circular, the observatory of circular 

economy of Catalonia
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What is it?

Catalonia Circular is an innovation hub and meeting point for companies

and organizations that provide solutions, strategies and tools to

implement and consolidate the circular economy.
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Catalunya Circular, the observatory of 
circular economy of Catalonia

What does it offer?

http://catalunyacircular.gencat.cat

http://catalunyacircular.gencat.cat/


✓ Private
companies

✓ Public bodies
✓ Waste

Managers
✓ Academia
✓ Third sector
✓ Civil society

Catalunya Circular, engaging all the
circular ecosystem of Catalonia
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Circular design

Eco-innovation in production

Repair and maintenance

Reuse

Servitisation

Remanufacture

Recycle

Tools, Apps, and facilitator 
services

Catalunya Circular, showroom of 
Catalan initiatives
More than 100 circular initiatives in the web platform and the innovation catalogue

http://catalonia.com/circulareconomy.jsp

http://catalunyacircular.gencat.cat/
http://mediambient.gencat.cat/ca/detalls/Articles/novell
http://mediambient.gencat.cat/ca/detalls/Articles/demano
https://agenciaeconomica.amb.cat/ca/economia-circular/detall/-/contactes/aquapioneers/7074824/11708?_ContactesSearchListPortlet_WAR_AMBSearchPortletportlet_pageNum=2&_ContactesSearchListPortlet_WAR_AMBS
http://mediambient.gencat.cat/ca/detalls/Articles/Hilaturas_arnau
http://mediambient.gencat.cat/ca/detalls/Articles/espigoladors-00001
http://mediambient.gencat.cat/ca/detalls/Articles/midwor
http://mediambient.gencat.cat/ca/detalls/Articles/zipper
http://mediambient.gencat.cat/ca/detalls/Articles/Ecorkwaste
https://agenciaeconomica.amb.cat/ca/economia-circular/detall/-/contactes/reformigo/7072127/11708?_ContactesSearchListPortlet_WAR_AMBSearchPortletportlet_pageNum=2&_ContactesSearchListPortlet_WAR_AMBSear
https://agenciaeconomica.amb.cat/ca/economia-circular/detall/-/contactes/els-encants-de-viladecans/7280269/11708?_ContactesSearchListPortlet_WAR_AMBSearchPortletportlet_pageNum=2&_ContactesSearchListPor
http://mediambient.gencat.cat/ca/detalls/Articles/61_som_mobilitat
https://agenciaeconomica.amb.cat/ca/economia-circular/detall/-/contactes/rentingbob/7150281/11708?_ContactesSearchListPortlet_WAR_AMBSearchPortletportlet_pageNum=2&_ContactesSearchListPortlet_WAR_AMBSea
https://agenciaeconomica.amb.cat/ca_ES/economia-circular/detall/-/contactes/biblioteca-de-les-coses-de-sant-marti/8786874/11708
http://mediambient.gencat.cat/ca/detalls/Articles/53_Blooming-Moda-Productions-S.L.
https://agenciaeconomica.amb.cat/ca/economia-circular/detall/-/contactes/venvirotech-biotechnology/7367888/11708?_ContactesSearchListPortlet_WAR_AMBSearchPortletportlet_pageNum=1&_ContactesSearchListPor
http://mediambient.gencat.cat/ca/detalls/Articles/46.iaios
https://agenciaeconomica.amb.cat/ca/economia-circular/detall/-/contactes/envaciclo/7038114/11708?_ContactesSearchListPortlet_WAR_AMBSearchPortletportlet_pageNum=3&_ContactesSearchListPortlet_WAR_AMBSear
https://agenciaeconomica.amb.cat/ca/economia-circular/detall/-/contactes/projecte-revolta/7079600/11708?_ContactesSearchListPortlet_WAR_AMBSearchPortletportlet_pageNum=2&_ContactesSearchListPortlet_WAR_
http://mediambient.gencat.cat/ca/detalls/Articles/62_zona_franca-00001
http://mediambient.gencat.cat/ca/detalls/Articles/60_siner_platform
http://mediambient.gencat.cat/ca/detalls/Articles/residurecurs
http://catalonia.com/circulareconomy.jsp


2. Circular economy grants - Catalan Waste Agency
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Line Object

NUCLEOS I+D
Innovative R&D projects for new high-risk technological 
products or services that respond to market needs. 
Developed in Catalonia. PROACCIO GREEN

Promotion of Circular Economy

Promotion of projects to accelerate the transition 
towards a more circular economy in Catalonia, 
improving efficiency in the use of material resources. 
Aid for the piloting or for the execution of 
demonstration projects.

Prevention, preparation for la 
reuse and recycling of industrial 
waste

Promotion of research, experimental development and 
the execution of projects for the prevention, 
preparation for reuse and recycling of industrial waste.

Private waste managers

Improvement in prevention processes, preparation for 
reuse, recycling or incorporation of recycled materials, 
and experimental research and development projects 
applied in third-party waste treatment plants

https://www.accio.gencat.cat/es/serveis/innovacio/in
novacio-empresarial/proaccio-green/index.html

Circular economy grants

https://www.accio.gencat.cat/ca/serveis/innovacio/innovacio-empresarial-i-rd/nuclis-rd-empresarial/
http://residus.gencat.cat/ca/consultes_i_tramits_-_nou/subvencions/
http://residus.gencat.cat/ca/consultes_i_tramits_-_nou/subvencions/
https://www.accio.gencat.cat/es/serveis/innovacio/innovacio-empresarial/proaccio-green/index.html


3. Roadmap of the circular economy in Catalonia
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Roadmap of the circular economy
in Catalonia

International 
benchmarking

Government
internal discussion

Circular economy in 
Catalonia: State of 

the art

Stakeholder
participation

ENERGY - CROSS SECTORAL – TEXTIL - EDUCATION- CONSTRUCTION-
WASTE – CHEMICAL – WATER – MATERIALS - LOCAL AUTHORITIES
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Contribute to 
achieving climate 
neutrality

Circular awareness
and inclusiveness

Undock economic 
development from 
the consumption of 
materials

Close the circle of 
resources, maintaining 
the value of products 
and materials

Vision: 

• Facilitating the integration of a regenerative economy into the government's strategic policies.
• Bringing the possibilities of the circular economy to market realities 
• Improvement of human well-being and social equity and reduction of environmental risks

Strategic objectives

Roadmap of the circular economy
in Catalonia
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1. Creating and boosting a Circular Economy Hub (Circular Catalonia)
2. Advising companies on circular economy models and tools
3. Strengthening the financial framework for circular projects
4. Boosting research and innovation regarding circular economy
5. Promoting a facilitating regulatory framework for circular

economy
6. Mainstreaming circular economy in education and training
7. Promoting circular jobs
8. Boosting ecodesign
9. Promoting public procurement as a facilitating tool for circular

economy
10. Boosting Industrial Symbiosis
11. Supporting sectoral partnerships for circularity
12. Promoting supra-local circular initiatives across Catalonia
13. Citizen awareness as a lever for circular economy
14. Internationalising Circular Catalonia
15. Establishing a governance system for the Roadmap

Strategic initiatives 2023-2025



4. Circular fashion agreement in Catalonia
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The Circular Fashion Agreement 

is an initiative that promotes a 
voluntary agreement to further 

the transition of the textile 

sector towards a circular 
model, based on a 

comprehensive perspective 

that brings together all the 
public and private stakeholders 

in the value chain.

PRESENTATION OF THE CIRCULAR FASHION 

AGREEMENT

Together, we can create a better future for 
business, society and the natural world.



Extraction of 

raw materials

Collection

Producers: 

recycled fibre

Municipalities: 

collecting textiles

Consumers and young 

consumers: use, care 

and disposal

Recycling

Textile 

production

Consumption

Clothes 

manufacture

Retail 

sales

Purchasers:

circular 

purchasing 

criteria

Manufacturers 

and brands: 

fibre strategy

Suppliers: 

efficiency and 

processes

Reuse and 

repair

Designed for

greater durability

More than 85 members:



The Agreement, a cocreation process open 
to all the stakeholders in the sector

Stage 1

January 2017 -

September 2019

Preliminary 

stage in the 

CircE Interreg 

Europe project, 

establishing the 

context, carrying 

out analyses and 

comparing 

experiences.

Stage 2

September 2019 - June 2021

Implementation of the initiatives approved within 

the framework of the CircE project, which include 

the Circular Fashion Agreement.

Late 2020

Design and initial affiliation

Establishing the terms of the 

Agreement with an initial 

group of participants 

interested in developing a 

voluntary agreement for the 

sector. 

3 COMMITTEES:

• Aims

• Management and financing

• Communication

Stage 3

June 2021 - February 2022

Joint creation and definition of the 

Agreement

2017 2019 2020 2021 2022

June 2021

Start of work by 

3 committees on 

developing the 

content of the 

Agreement.

January 2022

General meeting 

to approve

the content of the 

Agreement.

March 2022

Affiliation to the 

Agreement and 

formal 

acceptance.

2025

EPR IN NATIONAL 

TEXTILE SECTOR

Stage 4

March 2022 - 2025 

Extended Producer Responsibility 

(EPR) becomes compulsory 

Implementation of the Agreement and 

action plan

PRESENTATION OF THE CIRCULAR FASHION AGREEMENT



Overall objectives of the 
Agreement for 2024*

Reduce the generation 

of textile waste 

(kg/person/year)

Increase the % of 

textile waste 

collected separately

Increase the % of textile waste

collected separately that is

recycled

OBJECTIVES
Reduce generation 

by 5-10%

25-30% of textile 

waste collected 

separately

55-60% of textile 

waste prepared 

for reuse

40-50% of 

textile waste

recycled

(currently 21.5 kg/person/year and 

163,478 t/year)

(currently 50%)(currently 11.7%) (currently 40%)

PRESENTATION OF THE CIRCULAR FASHION AGREEMENT

*All data based on figures for 2019.



Segment-
specific goals

Producers (textile industry 

and distribution to end 

customers)

• Increase durability

• Increase recyclability

• Reduce/eliminate the 

use of harmful 

substances

• Develop strategies for cleaner, 

more efficient production

• Reduce the environmental 

impact of micro-fibres

• Increase the % of recycled textile 

material incorporated in products 

• Adapt the industry to the 

requirements of circular textile 

production

• Collection of textile waste at points of 

sale

• Ensure preparations are made for 

the reuse of all textiles collected

• Organise campaigns to raise 

consumer awareness

Waste 

managers

• Increase the % of textiles 

reused, on the local, 

national and European 

levels (in that order of 

priority)

• Increase the % of textiles 

recycled, on the local, 

national and European 

levels (in that order of 

priority)

• Sort textile waste collected 

in Catalonia locally 

• Ensure traceability and 

transparency in the flows 

processed and their 

destination

• Contribute to the 

development of local 

recycling industries

Local 

government

• Increase the number of 

collection points per 

inhabitant

• Increase separate collection in 

terms of kg/person/year

• Intensify efforts to 

raise awareness 

among the general 

public and in 

government 

• Implement public procurement 

of circular textiles to foster 

demand

• Establish a model for 

contracting the collection of 

textiles in each region that will 

encourage separate collection 

and reuse

PRESENTATION OF THE CIRCULAR FASHION 

AGREEMENT



Segment-
specific goals Government of Catalonia

• Develop policies that contribute to 

a circular system in the textile 

sector

• Give institutional support to 

initiatives promoted by the 

Agreement

• Implement the public 

procurement of circular textiles 

to foster demand

• Support the joint funding of projects 

developed within the context of the 

Agreement

• Contribute to raising awareness 

among the public and in 

government

• Support the development of the 

local recycling industry

Universities, 

research and 

technology centres

• Promote circular design 

at all stages of the 

training cycle for fashion 

students and 

professionals working in 

the field

• Innovate in materials 

and technologies

Environmental 

third sector

• Take part in initiatives 

promoted by the 

Agreement

• Publicise action taken by the 

Agreement to promote 

circularity in the sector

• Encourage waste prevention 

and separate collection, and 

promote reuse among the 

general public/consumers 

PRESENTATION OF THE CIRCULAR FASHION 

AGREEMENT



Actions initiated through the signing of 

the AGREEMENT

WG1

TEXTILE WASTE 

COLLECTION

Improvement in the 

collection, sorting and resale 

of products

WG2

RECYCLING

R&D&I projects and 

development of the 

recycling industry and its 

applications

WG3

CIRCULAR 

PRODUCTS

Eco-label Durability 

Recyclability Ecodesign

WG4

AWARENESS

Sociocultural changes 

Raising awareness among 

consumers

Pilot scheme for increasing textile 

collection in a region

Creation of a framework for contracting 

the collection of clothing and training in 

municipalities to address the problem of 

textiles

Trials to increase the local sale of 

second-hand clothing and other forms of 

reuse

Trials to develop local recycling 

schemes for non-reusable 

textiles

Design and implementation of a 

strategy for green public procurement 

of circular textiles

Viability study of an eco-label to 

measure its impact on sales

Ecodesign

Training and support in the 

circular economy for the textile 

sector

Communication campaign to 

raise public awareness



080 REBORN: second hand 

fashion show 

More information at: https://080barcelonafashion.cat/es/disenador/080reborn

second hand fashion show

https://080barcelonafashion.cat/es/disenador/080reborn
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Together, we can create a better future for 
business, society and the natural world.

http://catalunyacircular.gencat.cat
catalunyacircular@gencat.cat

http://catalunyacircular.gencat.cat/
mailto:catalunyacircular@gencat.cat
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Thanks for your atention

Mireia Cañellas

catalunyacircular@gencat.cat


