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1 INTRODUCTION: THE WES PROJECT 

The "Water and Environment Support (WES) in the ENI Neighborhood South Region" project is a 

regional technical support project funded by the European Neighbourhood Instrument (ENI South). 

WES aims to protect the natural resources in the Mediterranean context and to improve the 

management of scarce water resources in the region. WES mainly aims to solve the problems linked 

to pollution prevention and the rational use of water.  

WES builds on previous similar regional projects funded by the European Union (Horizon 2020 CB/MEP, 

SWIM I and II, SWIM-Horizon 2020 SM) and strives to create a supportive environment and increase 

the capacity of all stakeholders in the partner countries (PCs).  

The WES Partner Countries are Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, Libya, Palestine, Syria 

and Tunisia. However, in order to ensure the coherence and effectiveness of EU funding or to promote 

regional cooperation, the eligibility of specific actions can be extended to neighbouring countries in 

the Southern Neighborhood region. 

2 ACTIVITY BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT 

As part of the WES project workplan for the fourth year (2022-2023) related to the Regional Activities 

on Circular Economy, a Peer-to-Peer exchange will be supported combined with a three-day Regional 

Training that is planned to take place in Barcelona from 15 to 17 May 2023.  

The state of the planet’s environment is deeply concerning, despite the efforts towards meeting the 

sustainable development goals for 2030, which are quite lagging behind. The impacts of environmental 

pollution and unsustainable production and consumption patterns have not been curbed. One of the 

key issues with the current economical paradigm and prevailing business model, is that it is based on 

a linear approach of production, consumption, and disposal (throw away). “This model externalizes 

and hides the environmental and social costs, undermining the environmental and social sustainability 

of the economic system. Considering the critical environmental and social challenges and crises we are 

facing, the current linear economic model is no longer viable, and since only 9% of the global economy 

is circular at present (Wit et al., 2020), a radical shift of the business models that shape our economic 

system is urgently needed.”  

The shift to sustainable patterns of consumption and production that is urgently needed and called 

upon at global level1 can be enabled only by pursuing a set of sustainable business models, based on 

circularity principles. Sustainability can’t be achieved without a radical transformation of production 

processes.  

Most products and services are provided by the private sector. Private businesses therefore play a 

pivotal role in society’s shift towards Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP). While 

consumers typically have limited knowledge of the full life-cycle of the products they buy, producers 

are in a much better position to apply the life-cycle approach. Medium-sized and large companies in 

                                                      
1 As an example: resolutions adopted at UNEA4: UNEP/EA.4/Res.1, entitled “Innovative pathways to achieve sustainable 
consumption and production” and UNEP/EA.4/Res.4, entitled “Addressing environmental challenges through sustainable 
business practices” 
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particular have the capacity to scrutinize their value chains from a sustainability perspective, compile 

relevant data, engage with actors upstream (suppliers) and downstream (waste managers and 

recyclers) and apply improvements.  

However, policymakers need to create a level playing field, encourage and incentivize companies to 

take action. Risks and uncertainties need to be addressed and alternative solutions identified in order 

to secure viability and enable companies to embed sustainability into their business models and 

product and services design. Eco-innovation is an approach that aims to respond to environmental 

and social challenges and take advantage of business opportunities by incorporating changes 

throughout a company, from its business model and strategy, to product, services and production 

design processes throughout the value chain. Likewise, approaches such as open eco innovation help 

match companies and public institutions in search of green and circular business solutions with 

entrepreneur providers. “By incorporating eco-innovation into their business models, companies will 

be able to increase their competitive advantage while transforming ecological and social challenges 

into economic opportunities and reducing environmental impacts.”2 

The UfM 2030 GreenerMed Agenda, endorsed by the 2021 UfM Ministerial Declaration on 

Environment and Climate Action, aiming at contributing to the achievement of the environmental 

SDGs in the Mediterranean, is structured around 3 primary axes of work, one of them being “Support 

the transition towards a green, circular and socially inclusive economy”. The former 2014 UfM 

Ministerial Declaration on Environment and Climate Change also included a main axe of work focused 

on SCP in which the role of new sustainable businesses models was highlighted. 

The role of green businesses as drivers for innovation on SCP and circular economy in the 

Mediterranean is clearly acknowledged by the Barcelona Convention and the corresponding policy 

instruments adopted by the Contracting Parties. Following the policy guidance from the 

Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable Development (MSSD) and the SCP Regional Action Plan (SCP-

RAC), the new UNEP/MAP Medium-Term Strategy 2022-2027 reconfirms the importance of the circular 

economy approach, since this is one of its main areas of work (See Programme 1 and Programme 4). 

During the last COP 22 that took place in Antalya in December 2021, the Contracting Parties to the 

Barcelona Convention adopted Decision IG.25/18 with a set of 12 Regional Measures to support the 

development of sustainable businesses and to strengthen the demand for sustainable products in 

the Mediterranean. One of the measures was aiming at creating a “Regional Policy Hub to support 

peer learning on policy instruments for circular economy”. The hub was launched by MedWaves at the 

end of 2022, with the financial support of the EU-funded SwitchMed Programme. 

 

This WES regional activity, therefore, comes to strengthen and complement the above-mentioned 

regional efforts, and support the WES Partner Countries via technical support and capacity building 

to implement and adopt effective measures at national and regional level to strengthen and develop 

green and circular businesses in the Mediterranean. It will ensure non-duplication, complementarity 

and synergy with other EU-funded projects such as SwitchMed, RESET (ENI CBC Med), and STAND-

UP (ENI CBC-Med). 

                                                      
2 Open Eco-Innovation Manual for Circular Economy. Regional Activity Centre for Sustainable Consumption and Production 
and Sociedad De La Innovación. (2021). Open Eco-Innovation Manual for Circular Economy. Barcelona: SCP/ RAC. 
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3 TARGET GROUP  

This regional activity of the WES project will primarily address policy makers, but in order to increase 

impact, strengthen partnerships, and maximize synergies, it will also address other stakeholders, such 

as the private sector or representatives from civil society organisations.  

For both the Peer-to-Peer exchange and Regional Training, the target group includes: 

From each of the WES Partner Countries: 

▪ 1 policy person from the Ministry of Environment (dealing with SCP and Green, Circular 

Economy and actively engaged in the relevant national strategy of the country), also acting as 

the Lead Peer 

▪ 1 policy person from the Ministry of Industry (dealing with startups or innovation) 

▪ 1 person from the productive sector (entrepreneur)  

▪ 1 competent CSO representative (environmental NGO, consumers’ association, women's 

group, youth group, ...) identified in collaboration with SwitchMed and the Bluegreen project 

and its network. 

From the Western Balkans (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro and Turkey): 

▪ 1 policy person from the Ministry of Environment  

▪ 1 person from the Ministry of Industry (dealing with startups or innovation) or the productive 

sector or academia or a competent CSO 

Up to three regional NGOs of relevance may also be targeted to participate in the Regional Training. 

In order to be able to benefit from the P2P process and the training, the Peers/trainees must have: 

▪ Prior experience in SCP and Green, circular economy, eco-innovation, etc. 

▪ Adequate knowledge about circular economy and relevant policy framework or practices in 

their country 

▪ Computer literacy 

▪ Fluency in English or in French, but with good understanding of written English3. There will be 

English/French simultaneous interpretation during the P2P meetings and the regional training. 

WES encourages the participation of competent women and youth in all of its activities. 

4 OBJECTIVES  

The overall aim of this activity is to provide technical assistance and strengthen the capacities of the 

non-EU Mediterranean countries to implement in their respective countries, effective measures to 

support the development of green and circular businesses as agreed at regional level (Barcelona 

Convention system, UfM, EU, etc.). 

The specific objectives of this regional activity are to: 

                                                      
3 Understanding written English will be necessary as most of existing background material will most likely be in English. 
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• Support WES PCs in the appropriation and implementation of selected regional measures to 

boost the development of green and circular businesses in their respective countries.   

• Capacitate and support WES PCs to identify applicable cases, through applying an Open 

Innovation approach and the mapping of initiatives and/or opportunity nests.  

The Peer-to-Peer process will support experience exchange and knowledge transfer among WES PCs 

on tools, initiatives, policy instruments to support green and circular businesses, while the Regional 

Training will include a study visit for a more hands-on experience. 

5 METHODOLOGY AND ROADMAP TO ACHIEVE THE OBJECTIVES 

5.1 OVERALL STRUCTURE OF THE REGIONAL ACTIVITY 

The regional activity will be composed of 3 phases that will be further described in the next sections:  

The WES consortium member MedWaves will be supporting this regional activity with the additional 

support of the Key Experts of the WES project Prof. Michael Scoullos (Team Leader), Mr. Anis Ismail 

(Environment Key Expert), Ms Lisa Papadogeorgaki (Communication and Networking Key Expert) and 

Dr. Emad Adly (Stakeholder Engagement and Impact Assessment Expert). 

The following three WES Non-Key Experts (NKE) will coordinate, facilitate, support and guide this 

regional activity: 

NKE1  Technical Coordinator – Senior Expert on Sustainable 

Consumption and Production 

Ms. Marta Junquera 

NKE2  Senior Expert on Circular/Green Business models and the Open 

Innovation Methodology  

Ms Anna Ibañez de 

Arolas 

NKE3 Senior Policy Expert on the Green and Circular Transition Ms. Maite Machado 

The P2P process and the regional training will be coordinated by Ms Marta Junquera and Ms Anna 

Ibañez de Arolas. 

  

Phase 1

Setting up the WES 
Peer-to-Peer process

Phase 2

Preparation and 
Participation in the 

Regional training and 
study visit

Phase 3

Post-training Peer-to-
Peer process
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5.2 PHASES OF THE REGIONAL ACTIVITY 

5.2.1 PHASE 1: SETTING UP THE WES PEER-TO-PEER PROCESS 

The P2P process will be mostly facilitated by virtual communication among and between the NKEs and 

the Peers/Trainees. 

Once appointed, the Peers/Trainees will be linked through remote networking. They will be invited to 

complete a short questionnaire that will facilitate the identification of the priority areas for the 

majority of the PCs: business sectors to focus on, capacity and knowledge strengths and gaps on the 

issues at hand (effective measures to support the development of green and circular businesses). It is 

expected that, based on the results, up to three challenges and priority themes will be selected and 

will be further addressed during the P2P process and the Regional Training in a dedicated working 

session using the Open innovation methodology.  

A 1st on-line meeting of the P2P exchange (with EN/FR interpretation) will be organised to introduce 

all the participants (Peers/Trainees, Experts, etc.), consolidate the workplan, roles and expectations. 

The questionnaire mentioned above aiming to facilitate the identification of the priority areas and 

challenges for the majority of the PCs will be prepared by the NKEs and circulated in advance of the 

on-line meeting. The NKEs will prepare the agenda of the meeting, the thematic ppts required and the 

results of the questionnaire that will be the basis of the discussion for the specific focus of the P2P and 

Training. A draft agenda of the Regional Training will also be shared with the Peers during the meeting. 

Follow up meetings with Peers will be scheduled in the run up to the Regional Training and of course 

in Phase 3. 

5.2.2 PHASE 2: PREPARATION AND PARTICIPATION IN THE REGIONAL TRAINING 

It is foreseen that the training will be structured in 3 main modules taking place across three days with 

lecture and case study presentations, working group sessions, interactive exercises and a half-day site 

visit.  

The main aim of this 3-day training (including the study visit), planned to take place in Barcelona from 

15 to 17 May 2023, is to enhance the understanding and capacity of the participants for the 

appropriation of the regionally agreed - as appropriate for the Mediterranean - measures promoting 

green and circular businesses. 

In Phase 1, at the 1st P2P meeting, the Peers will be consulted on the proposed modules and agenda 

of the regional training including the identification of the challenges that will be explored during the 

regional training in the working session using the Open innovation methodology. The Peers will also 

be asked to propose relevant case studies and/or lessons learned from their countries to be presented 

during the regional training.  

The modules will build on the preparatory work conducted under Phase 1, the “Set of Regional 

Measures to Support the Development of Green and Circular Businesses and to Strengthen the 

Demand for more Sustainable Products”4 developed by UNEP/MAP and the Open Innovation 

approach. In synergy with other on-going initiatives and projects in the region (mainly EU-funded), the 

                                                      

4 https://switchmed.eu/policy/regional-measures-to-support-green-and-circular-economy-businesses-and-strengthen-
demand-for-sustainable-products/regional-measures/ 

https://switchmed.eu/policy/regional-measures-to-support-green-and-circular-economy-businesses-and-strengthen-demand-for-sustainable-products/regional-measures/
https://switchmed.eu/policy/regional-measures-to-support-green-and-circular-economy-businesses-and-strengthen-demand-for-sustainable-products/regional-measures/
https://switchmed.eu/policy/regional-measures-to-support-green-and-circular-economy-businesses-and-strengthen-demand-for-sustainable-products/regional-measures/
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modules will capitalise on findings and case studies and invited speakers will be incorporated in the 

agenda to showcase examples and lessons learned from the EU and the Mediterranean. 

More specifically, 

• Module 1 will address the challenges of the current business models and will further explain 

key concepts such as what is circular economy, what are circular business models, the concept of eco-

design, EU and regionally agreed policy instruments, presentation of the policy hub5 and the eco 

innovation platform6, and of the different regional measures identified in the UNEP/MAP document. 

Particular focus will be put on the role of policy makers/public authorities and the measures targeting 

entrepreneurs, start-ups and SMEs.  

• Module 2 will dive into practical, interactive sessions where countries/participants will be able 

to explore how to develop, accelerate and deploy solutions and measures. Participants will break-out 

into 3 or 4 working groups, each exploring different aspects of boosting green and circular businesses.  

• Module 3 will enable the different working groups to share their results and also bring them 

closer to applied cases of start-ups and BSOs presented by themselves. This module will also include a 

half day study visit of one of the itineraries of the Circular Economy Hotspot held in 2021 in Catalonia. 

One of the proposals for this visit is the so called “public tour initiative 1”7. This half-day study visit, 

integrated in the Regional Training, will highlight the circular economy practices in the city and 

promote the exchange of ideas and experiences between policymakers, entrepreneurs, researchers 

and industrialists. 

MedWaves recently developed an “Open Eco-Innovation Manual for Circular Economy Enablers”8 with 

the objective of helping match, using an Open Innovation approach, companies and public institutions, 

that are in search of green and circular business solutions, with entrepreneur providers. The Open Eco-

Innovation Methodology was adapted through this manual to be applied to green and circular 

businesses in the Mediterranean. Open Innovation is about taking the concept of innovation beyond 

the internal limits of the company, to the point that cooperation with external professionals plays a 

fundamental role in the company’s innovation strategy. The application of this framework, helps the 

sustainable innovation challenges faced by private and public companies across different sectors to be 

addressed and provides entrepreneurs, the future open eco-innovation enablers, with an 

understanding of the processes they will develop to facilitate connections between solutions seekers 

and entrepreneur providers. During this module a working session will be organised using this 

methodology in which business, academia and NGOs will co-design solutions and launch proofs of 

concept and demonstration projects at local or regional level, particularly aiming for a transformative 

effect. Circular initiatives should be encouraged in at least one of the existing accelerators or business 

support organisations in each country. 

In addition, there will be a short session dedicated to the next steps of the P2P process (2nd P2P 

meeting – in person). 

                                                      
5 https://www.theswitchers.org/policy 
6 https://www.theswitchers.org/open-eco-innovation 
7 https://www.cehotspot.cat/activities/tour-public-initiatives-1/ 
8 https://switchmed.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/MANUAL_Open-Eco-innovation.pdf 

https://www.theswitchers.org/policy
https://www.theswitchers.org/open-eco-innovation
https://www.theswitchers.org/open-eco-innovation
https://www.cehotspot.cat/activities/tour-public-initiatives-1/
https://switchmed.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/MANUAL_Open-Eco-innovation.pdf
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5.2.3 PHASE 3: POST-TRAINING PEER-TO-PEER PROCESS 

Continuation of the P2P exchange process till November/December 2023 for the provision of technical 

support to the Peers in the follow-up phase of the Regional Training, on the development of green and 

circular businesses related aspects.  

More specifically, the activity will further engage the peers in following up on what was gained from 

the regional training. The Peers will be directly supported by the NKEs with technical assistance (access 

to data, knowledge hubs, bibliography) on a needs-basis. 

A 3rd and final on-line meeting of the P2P exchange (with EN/FR interpretation) will be organized 

where the Peers will be able to present their progress, challenges, lessons learned, etc. 

At the end of Phase 3, the NKEs will prepare and share with the Peers a Final Report on the P2P process. 

Peers will be invited to evaluate the P2P process and the results will be included in the final P2P report. 

6 EXPECTED RESULTS  

The expected results of this Peer-to-Peer exchange and Regional Training will be: 

▪ enhanced appropriation and implementation of selected regional measures to boost the 

development of green and circular businesses. 

▪ increased capacity of the Peers/Trainees to identify applicable cases, through applying an 

Open Innovation approach and the mapping of initiatives and/or opportunity nests. 

▪ enhanced experience exchange and knowledge transfer among WES PCs on tools, initiatives, 

policy instruments to support green and circular businesses. 

7 TENTATIVE P2P AND TRAINING SCHEDULE  

T: Regional Training 

R: Report 

P2Px: Peer-2-Peer Meeting 

 

Phases/Month in 2023 J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Phase 1: Setting up the 

WES Peer-to-Peer 

process 

  P2P1  P2P2       

Phase 2: Preparation 

and Participation in the 

Regional training 

    T   R     

Phase 3:  Post-training 

Peer-to-Peer process 
          P2P3 R 
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8 OUTLINE OF THE REGIONAL TRAINING’S AGENDA 

The agenda of the Regional Training will follow the module description under 5.2 above. A first draft 

will be shared with the Peers at the 1st P2P meeting. 
 

9 BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON DEVELOPING INNOVATIVE 
GREEN BUSINESS MODELS IN THE MEDITERRANEAN 

9.1 INTRODUCTION 

In this section, we will go deeper into the UNEP/MAP “Regional Measures to Support the Development 

of Green and Circular Businesses and to Strengthen the Demand for more Sustainable Products” 

(Hereinafter “the Regional Measures”) that were prepared by MedWaves and benefitted from the 

support of the EU-funded SwitchMed Programme. As mentioned earlier in this document, these 

regional measures aim at fostering the formulation of policies to support the development of 

sustainable businesses at national level. They will contribute to promote harmonization of policies and 

approaches among regional actors, with the overarching aim of increasing the adoption of eco-

innovation and eco-design techniques among businesses, generating new green jobs and 

strengthening the demand for more sustainable products. 

These measures not only contribute to the UNEP/MAP Barcelona Convention system, but also the UfM 

2030GreenerMed Agenda and the 2030 Agenda, in particular SDG 12 on Sustainable Consumption and 

Production (SCP), but also transversally to a number of other SDGs, namely: 

▪ Goal 4. Quality Education: Targets 4.4 and 4.7 

▪ Goal 8. Decent Work and Economic Growth: Targets 8.3 and 8.4 

▪ Goal 17. Partnerships for the Goals: Target 17.6 and 17.18 

The measures target directly green and circular businesses, including entrepreneurs, start-ups and 

SMEs, but measures will also aim at strengthening the ecosystem of stakeholders that will provide an 

enabling framework for the creation, growth and survival of those businesses.  

The process leading to the measures included an in-depth analysis of the situation at the national and 

sub-regional levels and the 12 regional measures were reviewed by nominated national experts and 

the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention. All the preliminary work and specific information 

for each country and sub-region are available on the SwitchMed Webpage dedicated to the Regional 

Measures. 

9.2 THE GENERAL PICTURE IN THE MEDITERRANEAN 

The large diversity in the region makes it challenging to identify similarities and common trends in 

relation to such a broad topic as circular economy. A common challenge is the fact that all countries 

have a significant ecological footprint (some more than others), and face environmental challenges, 

ranging from water scarcity, pollution, climate change, biodiversity loss, resources depletion to waste 

https://switchmed.eu/resources/
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generation. In most countries the concept of circular economy is relatively new and incentives for 

companies to adopt circular principles are very limited. The concept of circular economy has received 

a lot of attention in recent years and circular thinking seems to be increasingly endorsed by 

policymakers, companies and other stakeholders. However, much still needs to be done to accelerate 

the transition from a linear to a circular economy. 

In general, green and circular entrepreneurs face a variety of structural obstacles in all countries. The 

most immediate obstacles that impact green and circular businesses in all sectors are the following 

(ranked according to direct relevance for small entrepreneurs): 

▪ Challenges to establish a viable business case and access credit/ funding 

▪ Impeding regulations 

▪ Insufficient knowledge (support services) 

▪ Conservative financial sector 

▪ Insufficient collaboration in supply chains and between sectors 

▪ Lack of demand for green and circular products and services. 

In addition, there are general institutional and political obstacles that are more complex to address in 

the short term: 

▪ Inadequate enforcement of environmental regulations 

▪ Corruption and clientelism 

▪ Vested interests 

▪ Bureaucracy and unclear regulations 

▪ Current prices and taxation favour linear practices 

▪ Skilled workforce emigration 

▪ High immigration influx of refugees 

 

9.3 IDENTIFIED MEASURES ON HOW TO BOOST THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
INNOVATIVE GREEN BUSINESS MODELS 

Following a Summary of the measures, each measure is briefly presented in the next section. 
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TABLE 9.1 SUMMARY OF THE REGIONAL MEASURES BY TARGET GROUP AND SECTOR 

Download the full publication ENG: https://switchmed.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/SwitchMed_Set-of-Regional-Measures_SCPRAC.pdf 

https://switchmed.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/SwitchMed_Set-of-Regional-Measures_SCPRAC.pdf
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9.4 REGIONAL MEASURES TARGETING MAINLY ENTREPRENEURS, START-
UPS AND SMES 

REGIONAL MEASURE E1: Create and/or support long- term national and regional 
programmes for sustainable business development. 
 
Regional measure E1 would support the following Policy Recommendations: 

▪ Create or support incubation and acceleration programs (Capacity-building and knowledge 

dissemination) 

▪ Provide targeted information, skills, networking and training on circular entrepreneurship to 

youth and women (Capacity-building and knowledge dissemination) 

▪ Promote the development of training and capacity programs targeting refugees and 

immigrants (Capacity-building and knowledge dissemination) 

 

REGIONAL MEASURE E2: Nurturing, growing and managing a Mediterranean community of 
eco-entrepreneurs, facilitating business opportunities, peer learning and participation in 
decision-making processes.  
 
Regional measure E2 would support the following Policy Recommendations: 

▪ Stimulate Consumer Demand: Support awareness-raising campaigns on sustainable/circular 

practices among consumers (Stimulate Consumer Demand) Promote national partnerships 

aimed at supporting green and circular business development (General policy 

recommendations)  

▪ Develop a national Circular Economy Strategy (General policy recommendations) 

▪ Enhance data collection and knowledge production on gender aspects of circular businesses 

and the demand for sustainable products (R&D and innovation) 

▪ Promote upcycling businesses (Specific sectors or waste streams) 

▪ Promote circular practices in the construction sector (Specific sectors or waste streams) 

▪ Promote sustainable principles and practices in the tourism industry (Specific sectors or waste 

streams) 

▪ Support circular businesses cases in the bio-based economy (Specific sectors or waste streams) 

▪ Promote regenerative agriculture and agroforestry (Specific sectors or waste streams) 
 

REGIONAL MEASURE E3: Promoting open eco-innovation and facilitation of market deals 
along specific value-chains to scale up SCP and Circular Economy. 
 
Regional measure E3 would support the following Policy Recommendations: 

▪ Launch Circular Challenges (R&D and Innovation) 

▪ Define a national Research & innovation Agenda for a Circular Economy (R&D and Innovation) 

▪ Incentivize programs in the area of sharing/collaborative economy (Regional/city programs) 
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▪ Develop sustainable products policies and stimulate the application of circular design general 

policy recommendations) 

 

REGIONAL MEASURE E4: Regional Monitoring and Evaluation framework to measure and 
demonstrate the impact of Green and Circular Economy entrepreneurship in delivering 
social, economic and environmental value. 
 
Regional measure E4 would support the following Policy Recommendations: 

▪ Create or support incubation and acceleration programs (capacity building & knowledge 

dissemination) 

▪ Enhance data collection and knowledge production on gender aspects of circular businesses 

and the demand for sustainable products (R&D and innovation) 
 

REGIONAL MEASURE E5: Regional exchange programme for entrepreneurs and companies 
for Circular Economy. 
 
Regional measure E5 would support the following Policy Recommendations: 

▪ Support green and circular businesses with reaching international markets (Stimulate 

Consumer Demand) 

▪ Provide targeted information, skills, networking and training on circular entrepreneurship to 

girls and women (Capacity building and knowledge dissemination) 

 

9.5 REGIONAL MEASURES TARGETING MAINLY POLICY MAKERS 

REGIONAL MEASURE P1: Regional Policy hub to support peer learning, exchange and inform 
on policy instruments to foster the development of green and circular businesses. 
 
Regional measure P1 would support the following Policy Recommendations: 

▪ Develop a national Circular Economy Strategy and a National Commission to ensure its 

implementation (General Policy Recommendations) 

▪ Establish and improve Extended Producer Responsibility schemes (General Policy 

recommendations) 

▪ Make Green Public Procurement (and monitoring) mandatory practice across all government 

bodies (Public procurement) 

▪ Provide circular procurement training, and support for local authorities (Public Procurement) 

▪ Promote the development of municipal reuse centres (Regional/city programs) 

▪ Stimulate circular cities programs ((Regional/city programs) 

▪ Create a supporting regulatory framework for sustainable enterprises (General policy 

recommendations) 

▪ Tax benefits for green and circular businesses (General Policy recommendations) 

▪ Establish clear end-of-waste and by-product criteria (General Policy recommendations) 
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▪ Support awareness-raising campaign on sustainable/circular practices among consumers 

(Stimulate Consumer Demand) 

▪ VAT reduction or exemption for secondhand goods and repair services (Stimulate consumer 

demand) 

▪ Create a national knowledge centre or network specialised in Circular Economy (Capacity 

building & knowledge dissemination) 

▪ Foster the development of funding to green and circular businesses (Access to financing and 

funding) 

▪ Promote the development of alternative models of financing (Access to financing and funding) 

▪ Encourage educational institutions to integrate circular economy modules in their curriculum 

(capacity building and knowledge dissemination) 

 

9.6 REGIONAL MEASURES TARGETING MAINLY BUSINESS SUPPORT 
ORGANISATIONS (BSO) 

REGIONAL MEASURE B1: Creation of a Mediterranean Network of Networks of Business 
Support Organisations (BSOs) for Sustainable Business Development. 
 
Regional measure B1 would support the following Policy Recommendations: 

▪ Promote national partnerships aimed at supporting green and circular business development 

(General Policy recommendations) 

▪ Create a national knowledge centre of network specialized in circular economy (Capacity-

building and knowledge dissemination) 

▪ Create or support incubation and acceleration programmes (Capacity-building and knowledge 

dissemination) 

▪ Legally define green and circular economy activities eligible for green financing (Access to 

financing and funding) 

▪ Create a supporting regulatory framework for sustainable enterprises (General policy 

Recommendations) 

 

9.7 REGIONAL MEASURES TARGETING MAINLY FINANCIAL ACTORS 

REGIONAL MEASURE F1: Establishing the Sustainable Finance MED Observatory gathering 
regional experts and investors. 
 
Regional measure F1 would support the following Policy Recommendations: 

▪ Information on the analysis of trends regarding the progress of green and circular businesses 

(Access to financing and funding) 

▪ Foster the development of funding to green and circular businesses (Access to financing and 

funding) 
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REGIONAL MEASURE F2: Designing and implementing a public-private fund facility, 
attracting and channelling funds to eco-innovative business ventures for the ecological 
transition in the Mediterranean. 
 
Regional measure F2 would support the following Policy Recommendations: 

▪ Foster the development of funding to green and circular businesses (Access to financing and 

funding) 

▪ Promote the development of alternative models of financing (Access to financing and funding) 

▪ Commitment and capacity-building in the financial sector (Access to financing and funding) 
 

9.8 TRANSVERSAL REGIONAL MEASURES TARGETING ECONOMIC SECTORS 
HAVING A PARTICULAR IMPACT ON THE MARINE AND COASTAL 
ENVIRONMENT 

REGIONAL MEASURE T1: Tackling Single-Use Plastic Items to reduce marine litter and 
stimulate sustainable alternatives. 
 
Regional measure T1 would support the following Policy Recommendations: 

▪ Introduce a phase out on certain single-use plastic products contributing to Marine Litter 

(Specific Sectors or Waste Streams) 

▪ Promote sustainable principles and practices in the tourism (Specific Sectors or Waste 

Streams) 

▪ Provide circular procurement training and support for local authorities (Public Procurement) 

▪ Support awareness-raising campaigns on sustainable/circular practices among consumers 

(Stimulate Consumer Demand) 

▪ Establish and improve Extended Producer Responsibility Schemes (General Policy 

recommendations) 

REGIONAL MEASURE T2: Creating an enabling framework for sustainable and inclusive 

businesses within sectors of the Blue Economy. 
 
Regional measure T2 would support the following Policy Recommendations: 

▪ Promote sustainable principles and practices in the tourism industry (Specific Sectors or Waste 

Streams) 

▪ Support circular businesses cases in the biobased economy (Specific Sectors or Waste Streams) 

▪ Develop cluster infrastructure for SMEs (regional/city programs) 

▪ Launch Circular Challenges (R&D and innovation) 

▪ Funding for research & innovation for the circular economy (R&D and innovation) 
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9.9 REGIONAL MEASURE ADDRESSING THE DEMAND FOR SUSTAINABLE 
PRODUCTS AND SERVICES AND THEIR VISIBILITY ON THE MARKET 

REGIONAL MEASURE D1: Strengthening access to sustainable products and services / 
sustainable consumption. 
 
Regional measure D1 would support the following Policy Recommendations: 

▪ Develop sustainable product policies (General policy recommendations) 

▪ Tax benefits for green and circular businesses (General policy recommendations) 

▪ Information on the analysis of trends regarding the progress on green and circular businesses 

(Access to financing and funding) 

▪ Support awareness-raising campaigns on sustainable/circular practices among consumers 

(Stimulate consumer demand) 

▪ VAT reduction or exemption for second-hand goods and repair services (Stimulate consumer 

demand) 

▪ Support for green and circular businesses with reaching international markets (Stimulate 

consumer demand) 

▪ Stimulate circular cities programs (Regional/ city programs) 

▪ Make green public procurement (and monitoring) mandatory practice across all government 

bodies (Public procurement)  

▪ Provide circular procurement training and support for local authorities (Public procurement) 

▪ Launch circular challenges (R&D and innovation) 

9.10 AVAILABLE DATA AND RESOURCES  

In order to draw the measures, four baseline studies were conducted following a common 
methodology, based on a literature review, country profiles, consultation of national stakeholders as 
well as a SWOT analysis:  

- Regional Baseline Assessement: Region I: Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia 

https://switchmed.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/GCB_Regional-Baseline-Assessment-01.pdf 

- Regional Baseline Assessement: Region II: Lebanon, Jordan, Palestine, Egypt and Libya 

https://switchmed.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/SwitchMed_Regional-Baseline-Assessment-02-2.pdf 

- Regional Baseline Assessement: Region III: Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Israel, Montenegro 

and Turkey 

https://switchmed.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/GCB_Regional-Baseline-Assessment-03.pdf 

- Regional Baseline Assessement: Region IV: Croatia, Cyprus, France, Greece, Italy, Malta, Monaco, 

Slovenia and Spain 

https://switchmed.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/SwitchMed_Regional-Baseline-Assessment-04.pdf 

 

https://switchmed.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/GCB_Regional-Baseline-Assessment-01.pdf
https://switchmed.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/SwitchMed_Regional-Baseline-Assessment-02-2.pdf

