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WES PRESS RELEASE                          
 

Monitoring floating and seafloor marine litter in Morocco  

Athens, 8 November 2022 

A very successful learning-by-doing set of pilot marine litter surveys was implemented in the field, by the 

Moroccan Authorities and key stakeholders, with the support of the EU funded ‘Water and Environment 

Support (WES) in the ENI Southern Neighbourhood region’ project, on 20-21 October 2022 in the M'diq 

bay, on the Mediterranean coast of Morocco. 

 

The surveyors applied the ‘best’ available techniques and methodologies for monitoring floating litter and 

litter on the seabed. This entailed a team aboard a vessel as well as experienced divers. The surveyors 

followed the methodological steps for monitoring marine litter on the sea surface with visual observation 

by a small-sized vessel and the methodological steps for monitoring marine litter on the seafloor with visual 

census with scuba/snorkelling.  

 

The aim is to generate fit-for-purpose, reliable and comparable data in line with the requirements of the 

European Union Marine Strategy Framework Directive (Descriptor 10) and the Barcelona Convention 

Integrated Monitoring and Assessment Programme (Ecological Objective 10).  

 

The next set of WES surveys is planned for the Spring of 2023.  

 

In combination with other on-going initiatives in Morocco under various projects, the WES supported 

surveys will enhance the implementation of obligations and measures related to the updated Regional 

Marine Litter Management Plan in the Mediterranean and the objectives of the UfM 

2030GreenerMedAgenda. The valuable results from the beach litter monitoring surveys that were 

conducted during the SWIM-H2020 SM project (2016-2019) will also be considered. 

 

Ultimately, the goal of the WES support in monitoring floating litter and litter on the seabed is to formulate 

management measures to address identified sources and types of marine litter and propose a plan of 

priority measures for the reduction of marine litter. 

 

A similar WES activity is underway in Algeria. 
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For more information, please contact:  

Lisa Papadogeorgaki, WES Key Expert Communication and networking   lpa@ldk.gr     
 

Meanwhile, stay updated via:  
 
WES Web site 
 
WES Facebook page 
 
WES Twitter page 
 
WES LinkedIn page 
 
WES YouTube page 
 

WES   
The Water and Environment Support project in the Southern Mediterranean Neighbourhood aims to protecting the environment and 
improving the management of scarce water resources in the Mediterranean region. It will tackle problems related to pollution prevention and 
water use efficiency. WES is a regional project with emphasis on the countries of North Africa and the Middle East (Algeria, Egypt, Israel, 
Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Palestine, and Tunisia).  
Disclaimer  
This press release was produced with the financial support of the European Union. Its contents are the sole responsibility of the WES Project 
and do not necessarily reflect the views of the European Union. 

 

https://www.wes-med.eu/
https://www.facebook.com/sustainablemediterranean/
https://twitter.com/WesMed19
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wes-med-project/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAzpiF3SYfhqnBFVt4Yxsmw

