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The “Water and Environment Support (WES) in the ENI 

Southern Neighbourhood Region” is a regional project funded 

by the European Union. It aims at protecting the environment 

and improving the management of scarce water resources in 

the Mediterranean region. Among the key objectives of WES 

is to tackle problems related to pollution prevention and 

water use efficiency. WES capitalises on the experience of 

previous successful EU funded projects (Horizon 2020 CB/

MEP 2010-2014, SWIM SM, SWIM and Horizon 2020, 2015-

2019 strives for creating the enabling environment and 

increasing the relevant capacities of all stakeholders in the 

partner countries. 

WES supports the shift to a more sustainable consumption 

and production model, promotes an integrated and  efficient 

management of water, combats plastic pollution and marine 

litter and fosters dialogue on key environmental and 

 sustainable development issues. It operates as a support 

mechanism to the  Partner Countries, creating synergies 

and opportunities for collaboration and dissemination of 

information and good practices. WES also provides support 

to its institutional partners, namely the Union for the 

 Mediterranean (UfM) by facilitating specific regional 

 strategies and dialogues and the UN Environment /

Mediterranean Action Plan of the Barcelona Convention.

The WES Partner Countries are Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, 

Lebanon, Morocco, Libya, Palestine1 and Tunisia.

The summer of 2022, throughout the Mediterranean, was 

 characterized by extremely high temperatures, extended 

droughts and devastating forest fires. This was felt also in the 

rest of Europe, where many rivers and wetlands “dried up” and 

traditional crops (e.g. rice in the Po Delta) were damaged and/or the 

productivity of agricultural cultivations were dramatically reduced.

Frequent droughts associated with heatwave events have 

become common phenomena in many Mediterranean countries, 

directly or indirectly linked to the consequences of climate 

change, threatening ecosystems, agricultural production and 

livelihoods, requiring urgent and effective mitigation and, 

particularly, adaptation measures.   

Although WES is not a climate change project, almost all its water 

related activities, regional and national, carried out since May 

2022, contribute to appropriate adaptation approaches to climate 

change. They were devoted to the promotion and  implementation 

of efficient management of scarce water resources with 

emphasis on water economy and use of non-conventional water 

resources, including in agriculture. The latter is by far the main 

water consumer sector in the region, followed by domestic use 

and tourism. Since wastewater seems to be the only increasing 

“water source”, a major regional training was organized in four 

sessions focusing on proper treatment and safe reuse of this 

"new" water produced through water treatment. 

1  This designation shall not be construed as recognition of a State of 
Palestine and is without prejudice to the individual positions of Member 
States on this issue.
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Microplastics are ubiquitous in the Mediterranean and a fast 

growing environmental and health concern. In response to the 

request of the Barcelona Convention Focal Points to understand 

better the emerging issue of microplastics and what kind of 

actions should be taken, the WES project organised an on-line 

Regional Training that was delivered via 3 modules (approx.  

3 hours each; 9 hours in total) in May and June 2022. 

To create the enabling conditions for the above, a series of 

specific issues need to be addressed at national and local level. 

In this respect, the involvement of farmers/irrigators through 

 well-functioning water user Associations, was the intervention 

requested and implemented in Palestine; the enhancement of 

the capacity of trainers from Tunisian public organisations to 

consequently train farmers in Tunisia for proper management 

of common farming irrigation systems, and water demand 

 management approaches in the domestic, public and tourism 

sectors of Morocco were the related national water activities, all 

of which were very well received by the learners.

Two more activities of the Environment component were carried 

out, linked to the root causes of environmental and climate 

change crises, namely the still prevailing linear economy models 

resulting in wastage of natural resources, production of masses of 

unnecessary goods and generation of pollution, among others by 

microplastics, which are very difficult to be effectively addressed 

when they are already discharged into the environment.  

In this framework, the strengthening of the expertise of Algerian 

Universities in designing and delivering a course on circular 

economy was an innovative type of WES activity requested  

by the country, with potential to be replicated elsewhere in 

the region.   

Professor Michael Scoullos
WES Team Leader

Microplastics and measures to address related challenges

More than 60 trainees from 10 Mediterranean countries 

 parti cipated and enhanced their understanding and competences 

on technical aspects of microplastics (definitions, types,  pathways, 

impact, etc.); monitoring approaches and knowledge gaps; links 

between microplastics and chemical pollution; the pros/cons of 

potential measures; policy options and decision-making based on 

sound scientific evidence.

  Read more
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https://www.wes-med.eu/activities_type/re-2-reg-understanding-better-microplastics-and-identifying-how-to-address-the-issue/


An innovative WES contribution: Strengthening the ability of  
Algerian universities to promote circular economy and green  
entrepreneurship in their curricula

Algerian students from Boumerdes University proudly 

presented their projects on green entrepreneurship and circular 

economy on June 23rd 2022, at the closing session of a series 

of 12 trainings (30 hours in total) carried out between March 

and June 2022 by WES in collaboration also with the National 

Conservatory of Environmental Training (CNFE).

The students presented eighteen projects promoting green and 

circular economy covering numerous fields, e.g. replacing plastic 

with mycelium, obtaining glue from leather waste,  recycling 

cooking oil to make biodiesel, recycling cigarette butts, as well 

as waste textile, wood and glass valorisation. 

The 12 training sessions were a demonstration training course 

that was preceded by a Training of Trainers programme on 

green entrepreneurship and circular economy where university 

professors and employees of the CNFE were trained on how 

to deliver the circular economy and green entrepreneurship 

course and how to support students. 

  Read more

WES project organised an on-line Regional Training on 

Waste Water Treatment for Reuse on 17&19 May 2022, 

7&9 June 2022, to build the capacity of the WES Partner 

Countries on proper treatment of wastewater focusing on 

small Wastewater Treatment Plants in rural zones with a 

view to safe effluent reuse. 

Waste Water Treatment for Reuse:  
a dedicated WES Regional Training 

Among the main topics discussed were: best available technologies 

for reuse; planning for wastewater treatment; operation and 

maintenance aspects; financial management options of WWTPs; 

identification of suitable sites; assessment of impacts of treated 

wastewater reuse; recommended mitigation measures; incentives 

to improve attractiveness of reuse. More than 60 stakeholders 

participated in the training that was delivered via 4 sessions 

(4-hour each, 16 hours in total). 

  Read more
More than 60 stakeholders participated in 

the training that was delivered via 4 sessions 

(4-hour each, 16 hours in total). 
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https://www.wes-med.eu/activities_type/n-e-dz-2-support-for-the-promotion-of-sustainable-consumption-and-production-and-circular-economy/
https://www.wes-med.eu/activities_type/rw-5-reg-capacity-building-on-treated-waste-water-for-reuse/


Palestinian pilot farmers' associations are supported on optimal 
irrigation management and practices

WES Trainings of Trainers on Farming Irrigation Systems 
in Tunisia

During 2021, the WES team of water experts collected data and 

information on the existing irrigations methods and practices 

in two pilot areas in Palestine namely: Wadi Arroub Water user 

Association (Al Arroub – Hebron), and Bab Al Sahel Water user 

Association (Deir al Ghusoun – Tulkarm). This was complemented 

with meetings with representatives of the Palestinian Water 

Authority (PWA), the Ministry of Agriculture (MoA), the two WUAs 

and the representatives of farmers in the pilot areas after which, 

an on-line Workshop was held on the 9th of May 2022.

During the Workshop, an interesting exchange of information and 

practices took place between the WES team and managers of 

irrigation water saving projects in the pilot areas, local authorities 

and consultants.

  Read more

In May and June 2022, WES organised two Trainings of Trainers 

(ToT), targeting more than 50 technicians on irrigation and other 

experts, to support Tunisia in managing the collective Irrigation 

Systems and on farm irrigation systems in an effective and 

sustainable way.

During the first 4-day ToT, trainers focused on the  management 

and analysis of the performance of collective irrigation systems 

and went on-site with 25 technicians from the Regional 

Commissaries for Agricultural Development (RCAD) and from the 

Directorate General of Rural Engineering and Water Exploitation, 

to improve their capacity to manage collective irrigation systems 

and be able to extend their guidance to Agricultural Development 

Groups (GDA). 

During the second 5-day ToT, the WES team trained 25 RCAD 

technicians in charge of monitoring water saving projects in order 

to extend training/orientation to farmers and GDAs to improve 

crops’ water productivity.

  Read more

WES organised two Trainings of Trainers (ToT), 

targeting more than 50 technicians on irrigation 

and other experts
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https://www.wes-med.eu/activities_type/n-w-ps-2-capacity-building-trainings-with-pilot-farmers-associations-and-relevant-communities-on-optimal-irrigation-management-and-practices/
https://www.wes-med.eu/activities_type/n-w-tn-1-technical-assistance-capacity-building/


Consultation workshop on the Management of Water Demand  
in domestic, public and tourism sectors of Morocco

Under the WES Activity "Supporting water demand management 

related to water scarcity in Morocco",  the Moroccan Ministry 

of Equipment and Water was supported in advancing its Water 

Demand Management (WDM) efforts in the domestic, public and 

tourism sectors. To this end, WES organised a hybrid consultation 

workshop on the 23rd of June 2022. 

The WES water experts presented the results of the analysis of 

technical, legal, institutional, regulatory and financial aspects 

of WDM, identified challenges and made recommendations for 

potential technical, financial and institutional measures for 

appropriate WDM approaches. The need for the integration of the 

WDM sectoral policies was emphasized and it was agreed by the 

37 participants that a multisectoral action plan for improvement 

of WDM in Morocco should be prepared and developed under the 

next task of the activity, including the roles of key actors in the 

implementation and in the collection of data and monitoring of 

relevant indicators. 

  Read more

For more information, please contact: 

Lisa Papadogeorgaki : lpa@ldk.gr 
WES Key Expert Communication and networking  

WES   
The Water and Environment Support project in the Southern Mediterranean Neighbourhood aims to protecting the environment and improving the management of scarce water resources in the 
Mediterranean region. It will tackle problems related to pollution prevention and water use efficiency. WES is a regional project with emphasis on the countries of North Africa and the Middle East 
(Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Palestine, and Tunisia). 

Disclaimer  
This newsletter was produced with the financial support of the European Union. Its contents are the sole responsibility of the WES Project and do not necessarily reflect the views of the European Union.

Meanwhile, stay updated via:  

@WesMed19@sustainablemediterranean 

www.wes-med.eu

  @wes-med-project@Wes_med

https://www.wes-med.eu/activities_type/n-w-mo-1-support-water-demand-management-in-relation-to-water-scarcity/
mailto:lpa%40ldk.gr?subject=
https://twitter.com/WesMed19
https://www.facebook.com/sustainablemediterranean/
https://www.wes-med.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wes-med-project/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAzpiF3SYfhqnBFVt4Yxsmw

