


WHAT ARE
MICROPLASTICS?



Microplastics are loosely defined 
as plastic smaller 

than 5 mm.



MICROPLASTICS

PRIMARY SECONDARY



PLASTIC BREAKS DOWN



Biggest problem
=

tiny plastics



Between 5.25 and 50 trillion
microplastics in the ocean



The Big 5
sources of
microplastics



1. Clothing 2. Cosmetics

3. Tires 4. Packaging 5. Paints



ARE THERE ANY 
HAZARDS 
FOR US?



Sourced from Carbery M., 2018 and Azoulay D., et al. 2019

Microplastics could lead to…







Microplastic 

Ingredients
Plastic in cosmetics is 

a design error!

Currently, more than 

hundreds if not 

thousands of 

microplastics found in 

cosmetics and personal 

care products.









Avoid Microplastics

Download the
Beat the Microbead
app today!

Visit www.beatthemicrobead.org for
microplastic-free brands!

http://www.beatthemicrobead.org/


9 out of 10 cosmetic
products with microplastics

• Our latest study shows 87% cosmetic

products contain plastic ingredients that

pollute the environment irreversibly.

• For this study on microplastics in 

cosmetics, we looked into the most 

popular consumer brands of the 4 

biggest cosmetic producers in Europe.



Stricter regulation is 
needed!

• Microplastic definition in ECHA's

proposal doesn't go far enough.

• If we use the much broader definition of 

microplastics, we would be talking

about at least a 25-fold increase. This is 

a Europe-wide estimate based on a 

calculation for Germany by

the Fraunhofer Institut für Umwelt.

https://www.umsicht.fraunhofer.de/de/presse-medien/pressemitteilungen/2018/mikroplastik-in-kosmetik.html


Plastics in 
cosmetics is a 
design error!



Get in touch!

Thank you!


