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WES Regional Training on microplastics and measures to address the problematic 

Athens, 17 May 2022 
 
Microplastics range in size from 1 μm to 5 mm, are ubiquitous in the Mediterranean and a fast growing 
environmental and health concern. They can be of primary or secondary origin. The revised Regional 
Plan on Marine Litter Management in the Mediterranean defines primary microplastics as: “tiny 
particles designed for direct commercial use (such as cosmetics, detergents and paints components), or 
for indirect use (such as pre-production pellets)”, while secondary microplastics result “from the 
breakdown of larger plastic items into numerous tiny fragments due to mechanical forces and/or 
photochemical processes”.   
The EU funded WES project has committed to provide technical assistance and strengthen the capacities 
of the WES Partner Countries to effectively address the issue of microplastics in the Mediterranean 
marine environment. In line with this commitment, a Regional Training began on the 12th of May 2022 
to enhance the competences of the trainees on technical aspects of microplastics (definitions, types, 
pathways, impact, etc.); monitoring approaches and knowledge gaps; links between microplastics and 
chemical pollution; the pros/cons of potential measures; policy options and decision-making based on 
sound scientific evidence. 
 
More than 60 stakeholders from 10 Mediterranean countries are participating in the on-line training 
that will be delivered via 3 modules (approx. 3 hours each; 9 hours in total): 
 
Thursday 12 May 2022 
Module 1: Understanding the issue of microplastics in the marine environment: amounts, types, 
sources, effects and monitoring approaches. 
Tuesday 24 May 2022 
Module 2: Understanding the issue of primary microplastics: impacts, existing measures and the way 
forward. 
Thursday 2 June 2022 
Module 3: Understanding the issue of secondary microplastics: impacts, existing measures and the way 
forward. 
 
This Regional Training originated from a request emanating from the Barcelona Convention Focal Points 
that expressed their wish to understand better the emerging issue of microplastics, their state of 
knowledge and which kind of action should be taken. At the same time, tackling pollution from plastics 
and marine litter (including microplastics) is at the core of the UfM’s 2030 GreenerMed Agenda and its 
three priority axes of work: Support the transition to a green, circular and socially inclusive economy; 
Prevent and reduce pollution on land, air and sea; Protect, preserve, manage and restore natural 
resources in the Mediterranean region within an integrated, ecosystem-based approach, including 
terrestrial, marine and coastal dimensions. 
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For more information, please contact:  

Lisa Papadogeorgaki, WES Key Expert Communication and networking   lpa@ldk.gr     
 
Meanwhile, stay updated via:  
 
WES Web site 
 
WES Facebook page 
 
WES Twitter page 
 
WES YouTube page 
 

WES   
The Water and Environment Support project in the Southern Mediterranean Neighbourhood aims to protecting the environment and 
improving the management of scarce water resources in the Mediterranean region. It will tackle problems related to pollution prevention and 
water use efficiency. WES is a regional project with emphasis on the countries of North Africa and the Middle East (Algeria, Egypt, Israel, 
Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Palestine, and Tunisia).  
Disclaimer  
This press release was produced with the financial support of the European Union. Its contents are the sole responsibility of the WES Project 
and do not necessarily reflect the views of the European Union. 

 

https://www.wes-med.eu/
https://www.facebook.com/sustainablemediterranean/
https://twitter.com/WesMed19
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAzpiF3SYfhqnBFVt4Yxsmw

