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WES PRESS RELEASE                          
 

Water and Environment Support (WES) project launches a new activity to curb the use of 

single-use plastics in Lebanon 

Athens, 11 April 2022 

Substantial amounts of plastic waste, much of which are Single-Use Plastics (SUPs), leak into the marine 
and coastal environment, with severe implications for marine ecosystems, biodiversity, human health 
and livelihoods, making SUPs a worrying global issue. SUPs are products used only once and meant to 
be disposed of right after their use. They commonly include plastic bags, straws, food and beverage 
containers and packaging, wet wipes, etc.  

Many governments are currently reviewing available policy approaches for a shift in the way of 
designing, producing, consuming and disposing of plastic materials and products, to tackle the issue of 
SUPs and ensure a transition to a more sustainable, circular economy. Against this background, and in 
response to the request of the Lebanese Ministry of the Environment (MoE) and the Ministry of Industry 
(MoI), the EU funded Water and Environment Support project (WES) has developed an activity to 
contribute to the gradual phasing out of SUPs in Lebanon. 

The kick-off of this WES activity, entitled “Policy support to address single-use plastic items in Lebanon" 
took place on 17 March 2022. It marked the launch of a set of tasks for data gathering and analysis on 
the country’s SUPs sector, the examination of potential socioeconomic effects of various policy 
measures relevant to SUPs, and for supporting extensive sector stakeholder dialogue, in view of 
proposing context-appropriate policy options to tackle SUPs issues.  

At the kick-off of this WES activity, recent data and trends on plastic packaging waste generation and 
the main challenges of the plastic value chain in Lebanon were presented by representatives of the 
Ministry of Environment and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)in Lebanon. 
Discussions also addressed on-going  relevant programs in the Mediterranean and in Lebanon and on 
the added value and specific needs-based contribution of the WES project in supporting Lebanon to 
respond to the challenges posed by plastic waste pollution, with focus on SUPs. 

In line with the commitments of the EU WES project to create a supportive environment and increase 
the capacity of all stakeholders in the partner countries to solve the problems linked to pollution 
prevention, the activity’s tasks are designed to lead up to the development, in a participatory manner, 
of an evidence-based national strategy for the gradual phasing out of SUPs in Lebanon. Ultimately, the 
activity is expected to contribute to the prevention of environmental damage from plastic products that 
are used for a few moments and then persist in the environment for hundreds of years, reaching our 
soils, waters and food chains, endangering our ecosystems and wellbeing. 
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For more information, please contact:  

Lisa Papadogeorgaki, WES Key Expert Communication and networking   lpa@ldk.gr     

Meanwhile, stay updated via:  
 
WES Web site 
 
WES Facebook page 
 
WES Twitter page 
 
WES YouTube page 
 

WES   
The Water and Environment Support project in the Southern Mediterranean Neighbourhood aims to protecting the environment and 
improving the management of scarce water resources in the Mediterranean region. It will tackle problems related to pollution prevention and 
water use efficiency. WES is a regional project with emphasis on the countries of North Africa and the Middle East (Algeria, Egypt, Israel, 
Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Palestine, and Tunisia).  

Disclaimer  
This press release was produced with the financial support of the European Union. Its contents are the sole responsibility of the WES Project 
and do not necessarily reflect the views of the European Union. 

 

https://www.wes-med.eu/
https://www.facebook.com/sustainablemediterranean/
https://twitter.com/WesMed19
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAzpiF3SYfhqnBFVt4Yxsmw

