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WES project organised a Workshop on the implementation of Sustainable Public
Procurement in the construction sector in Tunisia

Athens, 28 March 2022

The EU funded Water and Environment Support (WES) project is supporting Tunisia to make its public
procurement processes more environmentally sustainable.

Studies have shown that sustainable management of resources linked to the building sector and the
generalization of specific minimum techniques in terms of energy saving, would make it possible to save 20
to 30% of heating and cooling needs and 70% of consumption for water heating - indeed a substantial
household saving, especially nowadays that the energy crisis has hit hard the whole world. Several other
solutions and technologies can also be applied for a better management and recovery of resources, in
particular for construction materials, water and wastewater, construction and demolition waste, etc.

Back in 2020, WES launched this activity that is rolled out via coaching/mentoring and capacity building for
public and private bodies in order to render the public procurement process in the construction sector,
more sustainable.

On the 23™ of March 2022 WES organised the second coaching session in the form of a workshop during
which the advantages of inserting sustainability clauses for sustainable public procurement in the
construction sector were analysed with 20 key stakeholders.

Issues of the role of life cycle analysis in the context of sustainable public purchases for construction, of the
"cradle to cradle" approach with life cycle cost analysis in a logic of circularity for the construction of a
building, the approach for building materials of life cycle analysis and carbon footprint, the example of an
environmental declaration product for a Tunisian pilot material (compressed plasterboard) being finalized,
sustainable management of construction waste, as well as the method of drafting standard technical
clauses integrating life cycle analysis and management of construction waste globally for the whole of a
building and specifically for building materials, were presented and discussed. At the end of the workshop,
it became clear that for sustainable public procurement of construction sector, needs more and more laws
and rules for sustainable development and environmental standardization.

The peers that are part of the WES ‘coaching’ process, and representing the main actors of the construction
sector, from both public and private entities, were present and participated actively in this second coaching
session. The co-organisers of the Workshop, the Tunisian Ministry of Environment and the Tunis
International Centre for Environment Technologies (CITET) have already initiated a series of programs in
the building and construction sector in close partnership with relevant professionals.
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Lisa Papadogeorgaki, WES Key Expert Communication and networking lpa@Idk.gr

WES Web site
WES Facebook page
WES Twitter page

WES YouTube page

WES

The Water and Environment Support project in the Southern Mediterranean Neighbourhood aims to protecting the environment and
improving the management of scarce water resources in the Mediterranean region. It will tackle problems related to pollution prevention and
water use efficiency. WES is a regional project with emphasis on the countries of North Africa and the Middle East (Algeria, Egypt, Israel,
Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Palestine, and Tunisia).

Disclaimer

This press release was produced with the financial support of the European Union. Its contents are the sole responsibility of the WES Project
and do not necessarily reflect the views of the European Union.
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https://www.wes-med.eu/
https://www.facebook.com/sustainablemediterranean/
https://twitter.com/WesMed19
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAzpiF3SYfhqnBFVt4Yxsmw

