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The “Water and Environment Support (WES) in the ENI South-

ern Neighbourhood Region” is a regional project funded by the 

European Union. It aims at protecting the environment and 

improving the management of scarce water resources in the 

Mediterranean region. Among the key objectives of WES is 

to tackle problems related to pollution prevention and water 

use efficiency. WES capitalises on the experience of previ-

ous successful EU funded projects (Horizon 2020 CB/MEP 

2010-2014, SWIM SM, SWIM and Horizon 2020, 2015-2019 

strives for creating the enabling environment and increasing 

the relevant capacities of all stakeholders in the partner 

countries. 

WES supports the shift to a more sustainable consumption 

and production model, promotes an integrated and effi-

cient management of water, combats plastic pollution and 

marine litter and fosters dialogue on key environmental and 

sustainable development issues. It operates as a support 

mechanism to the  Partner Countries, creating synergies 

and opportunities for collaboration and dissemination of 

information and good practices. WES also provides support 

to its institutional partners, namely the Union for the 

 Mediterranean (UfM) by facilitating specific regional strate-

gies and dialogues and the UN Environment /Mediterranean 

Action Plan of the Barcelona Convention.

The WES Partner Countries are Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, 

Lebanon, Morocco, Libya, Palestine1 and Tunisia.

One of the key problems in addressing environmental and 

sustainable development issues and in promoting policies and 

action plans, that frequently, escapes the attention of many 

administrations at all levels, is the great difficulty in deciding 

priorities.

This is inherent characteristic of almost all relevant complex 

global, regional and national challenges of our days that the 

WES Partner countries face, where the root causes, the pres-

sures and their impacts are so closely interwoven that the 

needed responses are not sufficient unless they cover at the 

same time, policies, strategies, operations, incentives, technical 

interventions, funding, education and awareness raising. In 

fact, appropriate policies and interventions (responses) need to 

run in parallel rather than in the sequence expected from the 

DPSIR (Driving forces, Pressures, State, Impacts, Responses) 

policy cycle.

1  This designation shall not be construed as recognition of a State of Pales-
tine and is without prejudice to the individual positions of Member States 
on this issue.
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The WES Project has recognized this fact early enough and tries 

– with the interventions that it supports – to help the PCs in three 

complimentary ways:

• by strengthening the PCs administrations in developing capacities, 

policies, institutions, scientific and technological innovations and 

data collection & management.

• by helping in changing the behavior and attitudes of citizens and 

the society at large through education, awareness raising and 

promotion of sustainable consumption.

• by facilitating the exchange of experience and good practices 

through contacts, cooperation and synergies (e.g. P2P, visits etc.).

The activities reported in the present newsletter provide a sample of 

interventions of all the types mentioned.

Professor Michael Scoullos
WES Team Leader

Regional Training on Awareness Raising and Education  
for Sustainable Development (ESD)

In order to address the global crisis on natural resources, food 

shortages, biodiversity loss and climate change, WES Project 

organises 2 sets of Regional Trainings on Awareness Raising 

and Education for Sustainable Development (ESD), by “training 

the trainers of all kind of formal and informal”: each one includ-

ing three webinars, to contribute to the education of the young 

generation on Sustainable Development and the change of its 

attitudes and behaviours at many levels.

The two webinars of the first set, ‘Distilling the priorities and 

updating the ESD Action Plan for 2030 in the Mediterranean’ 

(14. 07.2021) and ‘Designing and coordinating campaigns 

and ESD actions on Sustainable Consumption related to Food’ 

(14.09.2021), gathered more than 170 participants from minis-

tries, regional organisations, academia, CSOs and NGOs working 

on ESD.

As Professor Michael Scoullos-WES Team Leader, pointed out: ‘It 

is now the time for urgent action to achieve the needed transfor-

mation through the SDGs for the entire spectrum of development. 

Therefore, we need to stimulate Ministries of Education and other 

Ministries of Partner Countries to invest considerably more effort 

and resources for a more efficient ESD. 

The third webinar ‘Designing and coordinating campaigns and 

ESD actions on Sustainable Consumption and Packaging’ will be 

organised on 25th October 2021.

The two webinars of the first set, ‘Distilling 

the priorities and updating the ESD Action 

Plan for 2030 in the Mediterranean’ (14. 

07.2021) and ‘Designing and coordinating 

campaigns and ESD actions on Sustainable 

Consumption related to Food’ (14.09.2021), 

gathered more than 170 participants from 

ministries, regional organisations, academia, 

CSOs and NGOs working on ESD.
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Support to Egypt’s efforts for modernising irrigation  
Climate change, increased crop water requirements, population 

growth and the growing industrial demand for water, are the main 

reasons for Egypt’s increasing water scarcity. 

The WES project has launched an activity to assist the country to 

increase agricultural water productivity, to develop the financing 

mechanisms allowing the private sector to be involved and to 

improve water network management and resource efficiency at 

the on-farm level. 

During the online kick-off meeting on the 22nd of June 2021, 

the water experts presented a program for irrigation modernisa-

tion, on how the gap in funding for modern irrigation techniques 

can be narrowed with contributions from the private sector and 

financing from the banking sector.

The WES project has launched an activity to 

assist the country to increase agricultural water 

productivity, to develop the financing mechanisms 

allowing the private sector to be involved and to 

improve water network management and resource 

efficiency at the on-farm level. 

Morocco assisted in monitoring marine litter  
and in water cost recovery

Morocco, as all Mediterranean countries, is affected by marine 

litter, with negative impacts on coastal and marine ecosystems, on 

people's livelihoods and well-being and the economy. 

The root causes of the problem include unsustainable modes of 

production and consumption, irresponsible behaviour by individuals 

and economic sectors and inadequate infrastructures and opera-

tions cannot be properly addressed without reliable information 

and data on trends and adequate political and legislative frame-

works regarding solid waste management practices. These key 

issues are discussed during the WES Kick off Meeting, organised by 

WES in collaboration with the Ministry of Environment and the EU 

Delegation in Morocco.  

WES, with full support of Moroccan experts will assess and set up a 

monitoring program for the quantities and sources of marine litter, 

in order to facilitate appropriate evidence-based decision making 

related to the country’s law on coastal zones and the government’s 

commitment to the Barcelona Convention.

Two online Kick off Meetings regarding the country’s efforts to combat marine litter and develop water cost recovery strategies, were 

organised in Morocco on April 18 and June 10, 2021 respectively.

In detail:

WES supports actions combating marine litter
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Climate change is contributing to a considerable reduction of 

the water resources in Morocco, due to the increase in water 

demand for domestic and agricultural purposes, combined 

with the expected decline in water availability. As a result, 

water-related costs increase: as access to water resources is 

becoming more difficult, requiring more expensive solutions 

such as more pumping, water transfers, raising existing dams, 

reusing wastewater or desalinating sea water all of which 

demand energy and high costs.

Water experts stressed the fact that cost recovery is vital 

for water management in Morocco, especially to be able to 

finance future solutions to alleviate the water stress of the 

country through enhancing water efficiency, reduced losses 

and investment on enhancing water availability. The Moroccan 

government could actually cover the costs for water produc-

tion through the traditional 3Ts: transfer, taxes and tariffs. The 

question is how to strive a balance among them. 

WES experts suggested that an analysis of the tariff system 

currently used, followed by an evaluation of different tools 

to recover water costs, may help in showing the needed path. 

The final result will be the formulation of a strategy for an 

enhanced recovery of water costs. 

Development of water cost recovery strategies 

Water experts stressed the fact that cost recovery is vital for water management in Morocco, especially to 

be able to finance future solutions to alleviate the water stress of the country through enhancing water 

efficiency, reduced losses and investment on enhancing water availability. The Moroccan government 

could actually cover the costs for water production through the traditional 3Ts: transfer, taxes and tariffs. 

The question is how to strive a balance among them. 
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The WES online kick-off meeting on the 2nd of August 2021, 

focused on the one hand, on the issues of waste with empha-

sis on plastics and Single-Use Plastics and on the other, on the 

promotion of green banking, in financing the waste recycling 

sector in Jordan.

The WES team has designed a technical assistance activity to 

enhance the capacity of commercial banks and the private sector 

to promote sustainable investment opportunities that foster the 

shift towards a green economy and facilitate access to green 

investments with emphasis on the waste sector.  

Following the Framework Law (2020) that serves as an 

umbrella for integrated waste management, covering both 

the MSW and hazardous waste, emphasis is given on the solid 

waste and plastics sector, capitalizing also on all previous initi-

atives undertaken under Horizon 2020 CB/MEP, SWIM-H2020 

and other programmes.

Working on the implementation of the Green Economy and green 
investment opportunities in the waste sector in Jordan 

Disclaimer: This publication was produced with the financial 

support of the European Union. Its contents are the sole 

responsibility of the WES project and do not necessarily 

reflect the views of the European Union.

The WES team has designed a technical  

assistance activity to enhance the capacity of 

commercial banks and the private sector to  

promote sustainable investment opportunities  

that foster the shift towards a green economy  

and facilitate access to green investments  

with emphasis on the waste sector.  
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