
LDK Consultants G
lobal EEIG

ThisProject is
funded

by
the European U

nion

Inform
al U

fM
W

ater Expert G
roup M

eeting

The U
fM

W
ater Agenda and Financial Strategy in view

 of 
SDG

6 and the G
reen Deal: Policy Actions, Econom

ic 
Responses, and W

ays Forw
ard in the post-CO

VID 19 
context

on-line m
eeting, 9-10 June 2020

The response of the W
ater and  Environm

ent 
Support Regional Program

m
e

in the post-
CO

VID-19 era

Prof. M
ichael Scoullos

W
ES Team

 Leader



LDK Consultants G
lobal EEIG

ThisProject is
funded

by
the European U

nion

The relevance of W
ES

Asitisw
ellsum

m
arized

in
the

ConceptN
ote

ofthe
on-line

Consultation:
͞The

CO
VID-19

crisis
proves,as

clear
as

ever,the
inextricable

link
of

health
w

ith
access

to
safe

w
ater

and
hygiene,

w
ith

the
W

ASH
agenda

being
am

ong
the

centrepiece
for

responses.
The

crisis
also

proves
the

risks
of

w
ater-related

inequalities,particularly
forthe

m
ore

vulnerable
populations.Im

plem
enting

w
ater

efficiency
options,as

w
ellas

intensifying
efforts

to
im

prove
the

good
chem

ical,
quantitative

and
ecologicalhealth

ofallw
aters,can

increase
w

ateravailability
for

all
uses

and
contribute

in
enhancing

environm
ental

health,
prom

oting
developm

entoptionsand
strengthening

the
resilience

ofsocieties.Im
proved

w
ater

governance
and

sustainable
financing

instrum
ents

to
create

an
enabling

environm
ent,contribute

to
the

sam
e

direction
and

should
not

be
underm

ined
in

postCO
VID-19

recovery
plans.

Allthe
above

are
key

issuesaddressed
by

W
ES.
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W
ES in a Snapshot

Facts &
 Figures

Partner Countries:
Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, M

orocco, Libya, Palestine
and Tunisia

Project value: 
7.917.200 Euros 

Duration:
M

ay 2019 ʹ
M

ay 2023 (48 m
onths) 

Project team
:

Team
 Leader: Professor M

ichael Scoullos, scoullos@
w

es-m
ed.eu 

W
ater Expert: M

s Suzan Taha, taha@
w

es-m
ed.eu 

Environm
ent Expert: M

r Anis Ism
ail, a.ism

ail@
w

es-m
ed.eu 

Com
m

unication &
 N

etw
orking Expert: M

s Pam
 van de Bunt,vandebunt@

w
es-m

ed.eu 
Stakeholder Engagem

ent Expert: Dr.Em
ad Adly, w

es.gc@
raednetw

ork.org

W
ES

capitalises
on

previous
successfulEU

funded
regionalprojects

(Horizon
2020

CB/M
EP;SW

IM
SM

;SW
IM

-Horizon
2020

SM
)

and
strives

for
creating

the
enabling

environm
ent

and
increasing

the
capacitiesofstakeholdersin

the
PartnerCountries(PCs)through

three
Inter-related

Dim
ensions:

•
Capacity

Building,by
using

a
blended

approach
ofN

ational(32*)and
RegionalTrainings

(20),
Study

tours
(4

-8),Peer-to
Peerexperience

sharing
(10),W

ebinars
(4

++)virtually
addressing

all
the

aforem
entioned

issues.

•
TechnicalAssistance

(32*)atN
ationaland/orRegionalContext(*com

bined)
•

Enhancem
entofEnabling

Conditions
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CO
VID-19: 

a w
ake-up call at the launching of W

ES

The
W

ES
Team

,
apart

from
elaborating

m
easures

for
the,

as
m

uch
as

possible,
sm

ooth
application

ofthe
W

ork
Program

m
e

under
these

extraordinary
conditions,

though
online

consultationsand
w

ebinars,w
ishesto

stressthatw
e

should
consider

the
currentsituation

as
a

strong
w

ake-up
callforpreparedness

and
reflection

on
a

seriesofissues,severalofw
hich

are
tackled

by
the

W
ES

project.
Starting

w
ith

w
ater,the

sim
ple

m
ostbasic

m
easure

to
avoid

the
spread

ofthe
virus,

the
frequent

hand
w

ashing
w

ith
clean

drinking
w

ater
is

a
condition

that
has

increased
w

aterconsum
ption

by
30%

to
50%

in
the

region
w

ith
significantshiftof

resources
from

agriculture
to

households.It
is

an
alarm

ing
fact

that
stillseveral

m
illions

of
M

editerraneans
do

not
have

access
to

safe
w

ater
and

even
m

ore
people

have
no

accessto
sanitation.
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N
o

CO
VID-19

w
as

found
in

natural
w

ater
bodies

although
it

w
as

present
in

untreated
w

aste-w
aters

w
hich

are
still

used
for

inform
al

irrigation
in

som
e

M
editerranean

countries.
•

Conventional
treatm

ent
for

drinking
w

ater
and

w
aste

w
aters

is
also

effective
against

CO
VID-19.That

m
eans

that
allthe

activities
related

to
securing

proper
integrated

m
anagem

entofw
aterresources,w

atereconom
y,reduction

oflosses,
reduction

of
non-revenue

w
ater,

prom
otion

of
safe

use
of

non-conventional
w

ater
resources,

w
ater

retention
system

s
w

ith
recharge

of
aquifers,

m
ethodologies

considering
the

nexus
of

w
ater-energy-food-ecosystem

s,
econom

y
of

w
ater

resources
by

industry
(food

industry
in

particular)
and

abatem
ent

of
pollution

of
w

ater
bodies,w

ater
accounting,etc.,are

allrelevant
and

in
the

heart
of

policies
to

address
CO

VID-19
and

proactively
protect

or
prepare

to
addresssim

ilarfuture
crises.

CO
VID-19: 

a w
ake-up call at the launching of W

ES
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•
Furtherm

ore,the
fact

that
m

any
new

diseases
are

linked
to

zoonosis
and

closer
anim

al-hum
an

contact
in

m
ass

production
linked

to
new

lifestyles
w

ith
m

eat
as

only
one

ofthe
indicators

ofthe
over-consum

ption
ofour

days,further
justifies

all
the

W
ES

activities
related

directly
or

indirectly
to

the
environm

ent
w

ith
em

phasis
on

various
types

of
recycling,

avoidance
of

single
use

plastics,
etc.,

aim
ing

atreconsidering
unsustainable

consum
ption

and
production

patterns
and

prom
otion

of
aw

areness/education
and

particularly
on

appropriate
processes,

w
here

w
om

en
and

youth
are

also
targeted.

•
W

e
do

believe
also

that
W

ES
contributes

in
tangible

w
ays

to
strengthening

institutionalfram
ew

orks
and

capacities
and

the
ability

of
partner

countries
to

obtain
and

properly
m

anage
the

urgently
needed

additionalinvestm
enton

w
ater,

environm
ent

and
aw

areness
raising

w
hich

w
e

hope
that

w
illbe

of
high

priority
w

ithin
the

fundsconnected
to

the
recovery

plansforthe
postCO

VID-19
era.

CO
VID-19: 

a w
ake-up call at the launching of W

ES
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Com
ponent 1: Pollution prevention

o
Topic 1: Curbing Plastic Pollution and M

arine Litter

o
Topic 2: Prom

otion of M
echanism

s, Tools and Conditions for shifting to a Circular 
Econom

y
o

Topic 3: Prevention and Reduction of Pollution reaching the M
editerranean from

 
specific Industrial sector

o
Topic 4: Support in m

ainstream
ing and im

plem
enting Integrated Environm

ental 
M

anagem
ent

Fourtopicsw
ere

form
ed

in
orderto

facilitate
w

ell-structured
nationaland

regional
activities

for
Technical

Assistance
and

Capacity
Building.

Three
of

them
directly

respond
to

CO
VID-19

by
enhancing

integrated
environm

ental
m

anagem
ent

and
reducing

pollution
ofthe

w
aterbodies(fresh,brackish

and
m

arine
w

aters).
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Com
ponent 2: Efficient &

 safe use of w
ater 

o
Topic

1: Assessm
ent and Estim

ation of W
ater U

se (Per Sector)
o

Topic 2: Investigation and Introduction of W
ater Efficiency Gains at the 

Decentralized Level
o

Topic
3: W

ater Resources Valuation, Cost-recovery and Affordability of W
ater 

Services
o

Topic
4: Legal And Regulatory Aspects of M

ainstream
ing W

ater U
se Efficiency in 

the N
ational and Regional Fram

ew
orks

o
Topic

5: Enhancing W
ater Efficiency and Productivity in Agriculture

Five
topics

w
ere

form
ed

addressing
quality

and
quantity

issues
offresh

w
ater,in

orderto
facilitate

a
guided,harm

onised
and

w
ell-structured

design
ofnationaland

regionalactivitiesforTA
and

CB,allofw
hich

addressCO
VID-19.
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Enhancem
entof Enabling Conditions: 

included in all Com
ponents and H

orizontal actions

9
Creating the right enabling 
conditions for com

prehension, 
social acceptance, 
appreciation and utilization of 
the products/results. 

9
Creating synergies am

ong 
relevant actors and 
stakeholders brought together, 
by strengthening the existing 
partnerships or creating new

 
ones.

Through:
•

Form
al, non-form

al, inform
al ESD on key topics of the 

project.
•

Exchanging successful practices, sharing experiences, 
identifying new

 and innovative m
ethodologies and 

developing regional and sub-regional netw
orks;

•
Effective com

m
unication and dialogue on issues of 

m
utual interest, 

•
Exchange best practices, explore opportunities to 
potentially replicate/up-scale specific projects;

•
Real capacity developm

ent of beneficiaries w
here the 

know
-how

 transfer is based on a real w
orking 

environm
ent.

•
Prom

ote environm
ental governance 

•
N

etǁ
orking͕ ǁ

om
en

s͛ em
poǁ

erm
ent͕ YoƵth

•
Consultation m

eetings of Civil Society, M
Ps and Local 

Authorities
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